
Dear DHS Family, 
      
 Where has the time gone?! Our 
Thanksgiving break has passed, and winter 
break is well on its way.  However, we must 
maintain our focus on ensuring that our stu-
dents’ success remains our top priority as we 
move closer towards completing the end of 
the first semester. 
 Parents, report cards were sent 
home on October 29th & Progress Reports 
were sent home on November 25th, so please 
make sure that you are closely monitoring 
your child’s grades as the first semester 
winds down.  Your continued involvement in 
their education will help to ensure future 
success in and outside the classroom. 
 Remember, there is no reason for 
any student at Dillon High School to fail; we 
have several academic interventions in place.  
Parents, if you have not met with your child’s 
teachers, please contact our guidance de-
partment  at any time to set up a conference.  
We want to ensure that we resolve any aca-
demic and/or behavioral challenges, before 
our first semester ends on January 13th.  We 
are collaboratively working with our staff and 
students every day to continuously build a 
culture of excellence here at Dillon High 
School. 
         Seniors who signed up to retake one or 
more sections of the Ready 2 Work College-
and-Career Readiness Assessment will begin 
testing on Tuesday, December 3rd.  The 
testing window will close on Thursday, De-

cember 5th. End-of-Course testing for 
first semester will begin on Tuesday, 
December 10th and end on Wednesday, 
January 8th. Please join us in helping to 
motivate and encourage our students to 
do their very best.  Remember that it 
takes all of us working together to cre-
ate a positive culture where every child 
learns to value the educational opportu-
nities that they are given. 
 At this time, I would like to 
congratulate our DHS Wildcats Varsity 
Football team on their hard fought vic-
tories to becoming lower state champi-
ons.  They will continue their pursuit as 
they head to Columbia on Saturday, De-
cember 7th to face Chapman in the 
Class 3A State Championship game.  Go, 
Wildcats! Together we will continue our 
pursuit of Excellence in Academics, At-
titude, and Athletics, because Dillon 
High School is a place where Excellence 
is Essential. 

  Sincerely, 

  Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

  Reminder to Parents About DHS’ 
Title I Program...What is Title I? 
Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act provides finan-
cial assistance to state and local 
educational agencies to meet the 
needs of educationally deprived, at-
risk children.  The goal of Title I is to 
provide instructional services and 
activities to meet the needs of disad-
vantaged children identified as failing 
or most at risk of failing the state’s 
challenging performance goals. 
What will Title I do for your child? 
The Title I program will provide your child 
with extra educational assistance beyond 
the regular classroom. 

Title I programs generally offer: 

 Smaller classes or special 
instructional spaces 

 Additional teachers and aides 

 Opportunities for professional 
development for school staff 

 Extra time for teaching Title I 
students the skills they need. 

 A variety of supplementary 
teaching methods. 

 An individualized program for 
students 

 Additional teaching materials 
which supplement their regular 
instruction 
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Calendar of Events 

December’s Events 
12/3– Ready 2 Work Retake for Seniors who Signed Up 
12/10-12/18– EOC Testing 
12/12– Benchmark Posttests 
12/20-Half Day for Students & Teachers 
12/23-1/3-Winter Break 
1/6-School Resumes 
1/6-1/10-Semester Exams 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

Students, you have additional academic interventions in 
place to help ensure your academic success in each core 
class. Power Breakfast is available on the following days 
before school with the following  teachers: 
 

 Math– Coach McIntyre ( If Needed, Monday-Friday) 

 Science– Mrs. Willis (Tuesdays/Thursdays) 
 
***You also have Late Day Academic Assistance with your 
teachers, Access to Virtual School Learning and During 
and After School Credit Recovery to Recover Units for 
Classes where  you have fallen behind.  After school credit 
recovery costs $150.00 per course and requires at least a 
50 average and teacher recommendation. 



 

Miss Green Talks End-of– Course for English II Students 

 

What is End of Course?   

 

English 2 (Sophomore) will be participating in the South Carolina End-of-Course Examination Program 
(EOCEP) after piloting the test in Spring 2019. This exam is given statewide and is used to award credits 

for a variety of “gateway courses” in different subject areas. The EOCEP encourages instruction in the spe-
cific standards for the courses, encourages student achievement, and documents the level 
of students’ mastery of the academic standards.  

 

These tests are aligned with the state education standards and students will be learning all the content they 
will need for success in their courses over the semester. Students should also utilize test-taking tips that 

they have learned such as process of elimination, early arrival to school, read the test directions 
carefully, etc.   

Good luck to all students on their upcoming End-of-Course  

exams!   

 

News from the Desk of Paula Stranahan  
 

Teacher Cadets 

Our Teacher Cadet class has learned so much. We used video conferencing to read our self-esteem stories 
to elementary students. Students have become more aware of their own strengths and weaknesses as learn-
ers and teenagers. Each student has made six observations in classrooms throughout our district to assist 
them in their decision of where to complete their internships. Students have been assigned a cooperating 
teacher and they will begin their internships at East, Stewart Heights, South and Dillon Middle School No-
vember 18 - December 13, 2019. Students and teachers are excited about this opportunity to learn. 

Academic Challenge 

Our Academic Challenge team has been hard at work Tuesdays and Thursdays after school in Mrs. Strana-
han’s classroom practicing for matches. Mr. McMillian has offered our team $50.00 from Omega Psi Phi 
to assist with buying new hoodies for team members. Students will be contributing ½ the cost with $15.00 
payment. We look forward to a great season with our first match taking place December 11, 2019, in our 
media center, against Lakeview High School at 4:00 PM. Come and cheer us on! 

Students in Mrs. Stranahan’s English II classes have been busy. We have completed Monster, Swallowing 
Stones and The Importance of Being Earnest. Students have read several short stories to compare with the 
novels they have read. Projects students have completed include a juror’s response, a Bloom’s Taxonomy 
book and a playbill. Students have finished through chapter 7 in the E.O. C. practice workbook. I am hope-
ful we will finish the book before English II classes take the exam. The scheduled dates are December 10, 
2019 for 2nd block and December 11, 2019 for 3rd block. Our next novel Touching Spirit Bear will start 
Monday, November 18, 2019. Please ask your child about this novel and the Native American customs 
they will learn about. 



 
 

What’s Happening In Fundamentals of Computing—Ms. Felicia McCollum 
 

Fundamentals of Computing is designed to introduce students to the field of computer science through an 

exploration of engaging and accessible topics. Through creativity and innovation, students will use critical 

thinking and problem solving skills to implement projects that are relevant to students’ lives. They will 

create a variety of computing artifacts while collaborating in teams. Students will gain a fundamental un-

derstanding of the history and operation of computers, programming, and web design. Students will also 

be introduced to computing careers and will examine societal and ethical issues of computing. Students in 

Ms. McCollum’s class are currently studying the evolution of the Internet and identifying the rules of neti-

quette. Netiquette is the correct or acceptable way of communicating on the Internet. 

8 Basic Rules Of Netiquette  

Sarcasm can (and will) backfire-Sarcasm has been the source of plenty of misguided arguments 
online, as it can be incredibly difficult to understand the commenter’s intent. What may seem like 
an obvious joke to you could come across as off-putting or rude to those who don’t know you per-
sonally. Lean toward being polite and direct in the way you communicate to avoid these issues. 

 
Don’t abuse the chat box- do not use the chat box to ask questions ir relevant to the discussion, or  

to talk about an unrelated topic. 
 
Attempt to find your own answer -If you’re confused or stuck on an assignment, your first instinct 

may be to immediately ask a question. But before you ask, take the time to try to figure it out on 
your own. 

 
Stop ... grammar time! -Always make an effort to use proper punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

Trying to decipher a string of misspelled words with erratic punctuation frustrates the reader and 
distracts from the point of your message. 

 
NO YELLING, PLEASE -There’s a time and a place for everything—BUT IN MOST SITUA-

TIONS TYPING IN ALL CAPS IS INAPPROPRIATE. Most readers tend to perceive it as 
shouting and will have a hard time taking what you say seriously, no matter how intelligent your 
response may be.  

 
Set a respectful tone- In addition to proper  punctuation and spelling, it’s good netiquette to use 

respectful greetings and signatures, full sentences and even the same old “please” and “thank 
you” you use in real life. 

 

Think before you type- Whether  or  not pr ivacy settings are in place, the internet has a ten-
dency to house things forever, and what you say privately can easily become public. 

 
 
Be kind and professional -Online communication comes with a level of anonymity that doesn’t 

exist when you’re talking to someone face-to-face. Sometimes this leads people to behave rude-
ly when they disagree with one another. Make a point to be kind and respectful in your com-
ments—even if you disagree with someone. 

 

 



 

American Gov’t Students Transition to Economics 

 

American Government students have transitioned into Economics for the second quarter. 
They will learn about making choices and the various costs - not just financial - associated 
with their choices. Students will discover how everything they want and need is scarce be-
cause resources are scarce. They will eventually use their knowledge to analyze the Ameri-
can economy and compare it to other economic systems. 

                                                                                                           ——M. Page 

 

 

Algebra I Students Prepare for End-of-Course 

—A. Bostic 

 

Moving full steam ahead in Algebra I...As the second nine weeks is well underway, we are 
pushing towards mastery of content. Thus far, students have studied concepts in quantities 
and modeling as well as understanding functions. Presently, we are exploring linear func-
tions, equations, and inequalities. 

To bridge the gap of literacy and learning, students complete journal entries daily along with 
note-taking. Notes are checked for accuracy and thoroughness. Homework is assigned Mon-
day-Thursday and is due each Friday. Quizzes are administered weekly. 

 

DHS’ Students Prepare for State Testing 

 Seniors who signed up to retake one or more sections of the Ready 2 Work (College-and-Career Readiness) Test 
will begin testing on Tuesday, December 3rd.  The testing window will close on Thursday, December 5th. 

 
 A select group of English I students will be taking the writing End-of-Course test on Wednesday, December 4th 

& Thursday, December 5th. 

 First semester English II students will test on Tuesday, December 10th– Thursday, December 12th. 

 First semester Algebra I students will test on Thursday, December 12th-Tuesday, December 17th. 

 First semester Biology I students will test on Tuesday, December 18th & Wednesday, December 19th 

      Testing will resume on Wednesday, January 8th. 

 First semester US History Honors students will test on Wednesday, January 8th. 

 PLEASE HELP US ENCOURAGE OUR STUDENTS TO DO THEIR VERY BEST!! 



  

  

 

 

 

Dillon High School Athletic Department 

Winter Sports Schedules 2019-2020 

 

Come out and Support 

DHS’ Basketball Teams 

Varsity Basketball JV Basketball 

12/10/19 Latta 6:00 1/14/20 Aynor* (Boys only) 5:00 

12/13/19 @ Latta 6:00 1/16/20 Lake City* 6:00 

1/8/20 Marlboro County 6:00 1/22/20 @ Cheraw* 6:00 

1/10/20 Lake View 6:00 1/23/20 @ Loris* 6:00 

1/14/20 Aynor* 6:30 1/27/20 Marion* 6:00 

1/15/20 @ Lake View 6:00 1/31/20 @ Aynor*(Boys only) 5:00 

1/17/20 @ Lake City* 6:00 2/3/20 @ Lake City* 6:00 

1/21/20 Cheraw 6:00 2/6/20 Cheraw* 6:00 

1/24/20 Loris 6:00 2/10/20 Loris* 6:00 

1/28/20 @ Marion* 6:00 2/12/20 @ Marion* 6:00 

1/31/20 @ Aynor* 6:30       

2/4/20 Lake City* 6:00       

2/7/20 @ Cheraw* 6:00       

2/11/20 @ Loris* 6:00       

2/13/20 Marion* 6:00       

            

            

            

            

*=Region Game                                                                                                                Head Coaches: 

Superintendent: Mr. Ray Rogers                  Varsity Boys Basketball: Coach Grice 

Principal:  Mr. Timothy Gibbs     Varsity Girls Basketball: Coach J. McMillian 

Athletic Director: Jackie Hayes                 JV Girls Basketball: Coach J. Boatwright 

 Assistant AD :            Zach Hayes                                 JV Boys Basketball: Coach S. Smith 



Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by cre-
ating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work to-
gether to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day or our school buses 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 


